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wonderful sagacity laid himself out every way to comfort and assist all
the afflicted members of Christ He was particularly active and vigilant
in settling and providing for young maidens in distress, to prevent the
danger to which they are often exposed, of taking bad courses. He also
reclaimed many who were already engaged in vice; for which purpose
he sought out public sinners, and holding a crucifix in his hand, with
many tears exhorted them to repentance. Though his life seemed to be
taken up in continual action, he accompanied it with perpetual prayer
and incredible corporal austerities. And his tears of devotion, his frequent
raptures, and his eminent spirit of contemplation, gave a lustre to his
other virtues. But his sincere humility appeared most admirable in all
his actions, even amidst the honours which he received at the court of
Valladolid, whither business called him. The king and princes seemed
to vie with each other who should show him the greatest courtesy, or put
the largest alms in his hands; whose charitable contributions he employed
with great prudence in Valladolid itself and the adjacent country. Only
perfect virtue could stand the test of honours, amidst which he appeared
the most humble. Humiliations seemed to be his delight: these he
courted and sought, and always underwent them with great alacrity.
One day, when a woman called him hypocrite, and loaded him with
invectives, he gave her privately a piece of money, and desired her to
repeat all she had said in the market-place.

Worn out at last by ten years1 hard service in his hospital, he fell
sick. He at first concealed his sickness, that he might not be obliged
to diminish his labours and extraordinary austerities; but in the mean
time he carefully revised the inventories of all things belonging to his
hospital, and inspected all the accounts. He also reviewed all the excellent
regulations which he had made for its administration, the distribution of
time, and the exercises of piety to be observed in it Upon a complaint
that he harboured idle strollers and bad women, the archbishop sent for
him, and laid open the charge against him. The man of God threw
himself prostrate at his feet, and said, " The Son of God came for sinners,
and we are obliged to promote their conversion, to exhort them, and to
sigh and pray for them. I am unfaithful to my vocation because I neglect
this; and I confess that I know no other bad person in my hospital but
myself; who, as I am obliged to own with extreme confusion, am a most
base sinner, altogether unworthy to eat the bread of the poor," This he
spoke with so much feeling and humility that all present were much
moved, and the archbishop dismissed him with respect, leaving all things
to his discretion. His illness increasing, the news of it was spread abroad.
The Lady Anne Ossorio was no sooner informed of his condition but
she came in her coach to the hospital to see him,t The servant of God
lay in his habit in his little cell, covered with a piece of an old coat instead